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[Ohie Sheet (or Second LET TER ) concerning: 
_ the Difference in ſome Points which is between 
” our United Brethren, in order to Accommodation, | 


,, $41 8, ; 
Having peruſed the Exceptions you let me fee'm # 

Paper that Confronts Mr- W-#:ams with the Books 

of others of his Brethren, which ſhews the Colleftor to 

be a Learned and Indoftriovs man , and bent (I 
3h ſuppoſe Y) upon Reconciliation of this late Breach 
"between them, and whoſe Labour therefore is Accepted, and in 
" that generous ſelf-denyal I ſee/iry ie, to be imitated : I eould- not 
| hooſe' but take''nly Pen,'and make my Animadverſions . upon 
| ther in the' pernſal, but without producing or medling at all 
- wh the Oppoſite Citations. '- | 
BLIGOMN c< + 4b ( 


1 C The Words (or Queſtioned Paſſages) of Mr Wilzams. 


 PHrift, where Het is called a-Snrety, was 4 Surety of a better Co« 
| 1 want, ad therefore nor of the Law of Works. For the former 
F, fthis} It is 'exprefs' Scripeure, #cb. 7, 22; For the latter, 
bythe Lawn Mr Ws underſtands the Covenare of Works, that 
EF mide with man in Imoeency requiring perfect Obedience, as 
| © Avcondirion of Life.* 'Now the Difference between this Cove« 
© nit; 4nd that of Grace with man Faln,. does lie in this; That 
© feifarhe! Dry I9 required in'both-;- bur (ſpeaking Largely) the 
þ has (and fo the Cordiviom laxed), the other had, no Mediator. 
! Mi ii6! Mediator, no Savety. | | | | 
0} "was n0# n Covenant that obliged ns to Dic for Sin, or perfetly 
| Obty in a way of Merit, that He us called a Surety of. | By the Bet- 
go i Covenant, Mr W's apprehends the Covenant of Grace, and fo 
1 _ But I remember theſe words of Mr Rurherford. The 
| Lord Jeſus hath 'a Room in each Covenant, that of Works, and that 
L of Grace. | will add ro ir, A Room, but not Striftly as Suriry 
© #feither, It is the Covenant of Redemption (the Covenant of Sure- 
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fy he calls it} that is, the Covenant between God and Chriſt, 
a -not the Covenant between God and fan ( of. Works or Grace) 
' { Wherein the foundation of this Suretiſhip is to be laid. The ex- 
{+ &ellency of Chriſt's Prieſthood is ſet out by this, that it was _ 
= he A | y 


(2) 
by an Oath; The Lord bath Sworn. God hath Sworn, can þe no 
leſs than his Decree. Hath ! When was that ? Why when God 
did Covenant with Chriſt, that he ſhould make his Soul an Offermg 
for Sin; then was this Oath took, then was this Suretiſhip, Prieſt. 
hood, Mediatorſhip conſtituted and eſtabliſhed. Chriſt is a Sure. 
ty according to this Covenant, (and of that of Grace vpon the ac. 
count only of coincidence with it.) AS to the Covenant of Works. 
Chriſt hath this Koo-z, He hath undertook ro fatisfie for the breach 
of it: And as for the Covenart of Grace (or Covenant of Keconct- 
liation) he hath this Koom, that by thar SatisfaCtion (or Suffering) 
he hath procured it for us. 

Chriſt can be Bound by the Covenant of which he # Surety, ton 
more than what we are engaged to do and ſuffer by the Goſpel-Cone. 
nant, This calls for Mr. W's ſecond Thoughts on what is already 
ſaid- Chriſt is not bound by the Goſpel-Covenant to any thing 
at all, That Covenant belongs only to us. ' He was bound by the 
Law, as Man, to perfect Obedience : and by his Swrety-Covenart 
to ſuffering in regard of his Undertaking, (which was not ex &- 
liftc, but ex voluntario conrrattu) in our behalf. Mr. W's wort 
deny this, or he muſt explain himſelf. | 

The calling God Creditor, and Sin Debts, 1s Metaphorical, and 
uſing ſuch words as proper, hath given advantage to the Socinian. This 
I think judiciouſly ſpoken. The ranſom Chrilt gaye for Sinners, 
is not properly a Payment, but Satisf ation , that Is, Readitio wqus- 
valentss. aliter indebiti, as Scots hath defined it..: If. Chriſt was 
ex ordinatione Des, ſtrictly and preciſely a conſtituted ' proper 
Surety of the Covenant of Works, He having performed it in our 
ſtead, we ſhould be freed from the Penalty, and enjoy the Re 
ward, without any terms to be required farther on our parts;.it 
were not-juſt to impoſe any. And if he was ſ«cb @ Surety (as ſome 
would have it) of the Covenant of Grace, then-muſt he perform 
thoſe our terms, and ſo believe and repent for us, which is the true 
Antinomian conſequence of it. But when he becomes a Surety 
only upon his Covenant with God, and ſo-has a Room only, in either 
Covenant with Man, he hath ſo: mediated his Work, that we are 
reconciled to God, and God ſtill requires our Duty. 

Though in Gal. 4. 4,5 # #5 ſaid, that Chrift was made wider the 
Law, us not-meant of the Moral, but Ceremonial Law, ] bave not 
Mr. /*s Books now to examine the Quotations, but I am verily. 
perſwaded that Mr, Wilams, upon recolkttion, and Dr. Bate, 
who. ſays otherwiſe, and orthodoxly, will orb agree in this —_ 
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; 1; differing I gneſs only as to the meaning of this par- 
— from — T'herd, All Men bein born - der the # can 
and Covenant of Works, Chriſt Man muſt be under the ſame. 1 believe 
farther, that both the one and the other will agree alſo, that Ove- 
dience to te Moral Law was the Condition of the C vverant of works 
which Man Criſt, as an, was oblig'd to, that he might himſelf 
have right, j#7e & merito federis Operum, to Life eternal. 


There is no change of Perſon between Chriſt and the Eleft, or betwixe Ofthis parti- 


him and Believers, Here Mr. W's muſt have line. He will not ©: 
certainly deny but that Chriſt ayd ( vp ell )) for ns fo as that I 
it was {oco noſtro,)in our ſtead,and allow a Commutation of Perſor. ſo og 


far, that he dying for us, we ſhall not therefore be damn'd our againft Dr. 
ſelyes : but not ſuch a Commutation, as that we are to be reckoned Owen, in my 


to have obey'd, ſuffered, and ſatished in his Perſon, ſo as to be our 
own Redeemers ; which is that he means, and being therefore at 
ſome little loſs here, I will (craving his Pardon) lend him my 
Hand. It is not only bono noſtro, but loco noſtro, in our ſtead (as 
Grotins hath evinc'd ) that Chriſt dy*d for Sinners. Well then. 1n 
ow ſtead ;, that is, Net in our Perſon $triitly, but in the Perſon of a 
Mediator, ſays Mr, Baxter - In our ſtead, that is, as a common Per. 
/on ex re geſta, but not a common Perſon ex fiftione ſuppoſiti, as 
Mr, Woodbr:dge hath wrung it out more elaborately from his 
ſtudying the Civil Lawyers. 

There is a change of the Penal ſanition of the Law : the Goſpel- Law 
dith not denounce Death for the ſame Sms,and for every $#n, as Adam?s 
Law did. The words of Mr. Will:ams here, and Dr. Bates, are 
indeed plain contrary, but it is ſome Slip only 1 believe, and in the 
bottom ſence both will reconcile eaſily. Diſtinguiſh we therefore 
with care between what the Goſpel requires /#b rat:one fficxs, and 
what it requires /#b rarione couditionts : between the Dnty and 
the Cond:t109: of the Law of Grace, or Covenant of the Goſpel. Sub 
rati-ne officit, the Goſpel requires all that, and no leſs than thar, the 
Law of Nat..re does (for the Law of Nature and Remed ying Grace 
are both parts of Chri{Ps Law,2nd no Sin againſt / var, but is alfo 
a Breach of Ris, and makes us liable to Death): But the Goſpel 
ſub ratione Conartinn4s, requires only Sincerity, conſiſtent with Hus 
man Frailty and Imperfection : fo that when we fin againſt any 
Precept of Chriſi®s Lu, (the Law of Nature. which is founded in 
God's Nature,and ours being unchangeable) and thereby were Cor: 
demnanat, we fin not yet agarriſt it as a rmdiiion Covenant, by non: 
performance. And io long as the Condsrion is, wherrthe Duty is not 
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0 waits by the Grace. of that Covenant, we are pazdane! ay; 
red. 

There are three things more. (leaving the: reſt of it) where 
this Paper taxes Mr W's for diitering with another of his Emi- 
nent Brethren. 1. {hat Chriſt purchaſed the Covenant of Gra. 
2. That us.Condution.is an auteceagnt Condition. 3, That Faith mg 
Repent ance are nat Covenant Bleſſmgs. For the. firſt of theſe, [ have 
already aftirm'd ic. And when the Afſcmuly*s Confeſſion tells us of 
a Eirſ Covenant with Adam,,.of Works + and upon. his Fall of z 
Second, of Grace; and, that this.is.called a Le& amert in _retezence 
to. Chriſt's Death the. Teſtatar,, u.is a Wonder to me if any ni, 
ted Brother, in.oppaſition to. Mr H*s. all. gainſay this, not with- 
ſtanding what. is in their Larger Catechiſm, That Covenant which 
God.promiſes to-make with the Houſe.of L/reel in Chrilt's. days, 
and the Appſtle calls a: New Covenant, is not: made with: the Elet 
in, Chriſt from Everlaſting, For the ſecond, ſuch agiſtintion,a 
of. an. Aateced:at Condition and Suv/equent, in. the Doeftrine of 
Elettion, where it is not. God's foreſqeing that we will believe 
and repent makes him chuſe us, but his-chuling us-makes us be 
lieve and repent, may do ſome Service; there is indeed a Su- 
ſequent, no Antecedent Condition:here.:: Likewiſe: in-the Dodrine 
of Works, Good Waorks:isa Conſequent Candition:to what Faith 
is Antecedent, becauſe Good Works do juſtifie our Faith : But 
for this Point of the Covenant, when we ſay Faith is:the Condition 
of it. (underſtanding it of the Covenant of Grace made with fallen 
Man),if we donot make it ſuch a Condition asazxteceaes the Benefits, 
and that. which being perforn'd: gives right to-them (that we may 


not mince'the matter), it is but trifling, to maintain- that it hathi | 


any. Condition at all. For the third, I pray underſiand- thefe 
Covenaute Blejſings, of the Gofpel Covenant (the Covenant of Recor 
c:iliation made with Man), and the Abſolute- Promiſe of the Firlt 
Grace, or the g:ving a new Heart, to belong to the Covenant of 


Redemption, or God*s Engagement to his Son, that he fhall have # 


Seed, that Natiors ſhall be krought in, and the like, and that there 
fore he will give it, (this new Heart, or Firſt Grace) to the end 
thatihis Elect may in their time enter Covenant (the Goſpel Cove- 
nant) with him+ and not. as if they were in Covenant before, and 
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fo God gave Faith (this»ew-Heart or Firſt Grace ), as one of the | 
Benefits of it. - Underſtand him thus, and I apprehend the better 


end of the Staff to be in Mr Will:ams's Hands. 
L will ſay no marc therefore to this Paper,. but. I will —_— 
Sheet 
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Sheet out, for my own fake. F know, for God to require Fairfi'on 
our part, to-bring vs iro Covenant, and yer promiſe it, ro re- 

ire 2 Conditiow and yet give it, may ſound ſtrange to Human 
Reaſon : but when the Language is ſo frequent in Scripture, Czr- 
cuence/e jour Hearts, make them new, walk in my ways, and yet the 
new Heart is God's Work, and it is he canes us to walk in thern;. 
the ſound is not harſh in rhoſe Ears that are uſed to'it. Iris yer a 
thing! ſomething harder of digeſtion, ts ſay, That God does nor 
only-give, but Chriſt hath purchaſed'the Condition for the Ele&t 
by his dexth; and” not for others, who'yet are bound to the per- 
formance, or muſt periſh, while the Goſpel Covenant is preached 
ro one as well as the other. This hath made me in my Letter to 
Mr Ws deliver my Opinion for Univerſal Redemption , ac- 
counting that the Firſt Grace, or Condition of the Covenant, flows 
from Election, and not (as the Benefits do) from the purchaſe of 
Chriſt's Redemption. Unto what I bave' therefore ſaid there 
2painſt the common Cry of our Divines, That Chriſt's Redempri- 
on muſt not be held ſuch as that when the Work is done it might 
be poſſible that none might be ſaved, and ſo he dye in vain; and 
F have anſwer*d, it is but an idle Complaint, becauſe Election takes 
care of that : I do now add, as glad of the occaſion and room, 

Nor have we need to deny to them, that Chriſt in his dying for 
All did «tend the Salvation only of his Elett, for Chriſt being God 
with the Father, and having decreed from Eternity that ſuch and 
foch ſhall be ſaved, he muſt :»rernd ſtill what he decreed ; but this 
draws no implication on the point, ſeeing there is the Intent or 
End of the Redeemer, which muſt be diſtinguiſh'd from the End of 
the Redemptron it ſelf. There is Finis Operis and Finis Operantis, 
Finis Redemptoris and Finis Redemptionis ; the Intent or End of the 
Doer, and the End of the Work dove. The End of Chriſt is {o to 
dye for all the World, as that ſome of the World, to wit. thoſe 
that believe in hin, (that is the Ele) may be ſaved: The End of 
the Work of Redemption it ſelf is the making ſatisfaCtion to God's 
Joſtice, ſo that He may in Honour, or Righteouſneſs, deal with 
the World otherwiſe than his Law required, which is to pardon 
and ſaye whom he will, and upon what terms he will. For, ſeeing 
the price of our Redemption, or Ranſom which he paid (that is 
his Obeaterce "to Death) was properly a Satisfaion (not aelitt 
ſon), which Chriſt therefore might chnſe to lay down, and Ged* 
might have refus'd to accept 3 the benefit we have by it is not ſuch 
apreſent legal diſcharge, as in payment of a Debt where one is 
bound. 


(6) 
bound for another, upon which there is nothing farther can be re. 
quir*d of the Debtor ; but a diſcharge upon ſuch terms as pleaſed 
the Father and Son to agree upon, and offer to the World by the 
Goſpel. And this 55 the Will of him that ſent me, that every one that 
ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlaſtino life, [n the 
Work then of Redemption it ſelf, this is all Chriſt has todo, to 
reconcile the World to God, fo as to obtain the Grant of a gene. 
ral Conditional Pardon: There is other Work for him to do, in 
regard to hisElefts performing the Condition. Hm hath God exal- 
ted to be a Prince and a Saviour, As a Prie#t and Saviour he did his 
ſatisfatory redeeming Work : but asa K:ng and Saviour he piyey 
Faith and Keperrtance, and upon our Repentance Remrſſion of Sins, 
What ! was our Lord Jeſus, think you, a Man of one buſineſs ? 
Had he but one Work from his Father to do, and now has no more? 
When he ſtray'd from his Parents at twelve years old to diſpute 
with the Doctors, wot you not that he was then about his Father's 
buſineſs ? And was that buſineſs, the Work of Redemption ? Wzat! 
was the work of his three Offices, King, Prielt, and Prophet, all 
but ove Work? Nay, was not the /mperration of our Redemption, 
or reconciling God to us, one Work, and the reconciling «s e»God 
and Application thereof another ? He laid down his Life to Re 
deem us : he roſe from the dead to Apply this Redemption by work- 
ing inus (through the Spirit) the Condition waich he requires in 
order to the benefits purchaſed ; and which (having then received 
ail Power) he gives forth to whom it is decreed, as the diſpenſerof 
the Treature, of his Father's EleCtion. | 

This was tnat, Ifay, he covenanted with his Farther for, that 
performinz of the Law of /4-4:atorſhip, as to the laying down his 
Life for Sinners that whoſoever believes in him may be faved; 
he ſhould up>n his riſing be exalted to this farther Office, ro. be 
Prince rd $401 ur, to give this Faith, or Condition, to waoi he 
picaſes, for their {alvation. 

That this 15 ſo, ad mult be {o, let uz conſider. No Man can 
rationally apprehend that any Þ2ne its Chriſt hath purchatcd for 
him (or at leaſt any Saving benetit) can be his, unleſs Chrilt be 
his; Chriit muſt be ours if his Benefits be ours. Chriſt 1s piven 
with his Benefits. Ze that bath gbe Son hath Life, ana be that hath 
7767 the Sun hath uot Life, Now | argue, ſeeing it is. Faith makes 
Chriſt ours, or unites us-to him, .and before we have Faith we 
have not Chriſt, who is had, or made ours, by Faith ; this Faith it 
iclf cannot be a Benet purchas'd for us by kim, becaule then - 
my 
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muſt have one of his purchaſed Saving-benefits before we have 
Him. We muſt have Faith (I ſay) before we have Chriſt. Faith 
is this Condition, The Condi. conſequently is not, cannot be, 
one of the Benefi-s flowing from Chri/?s Purchaſe, bur ſuch a Gift 
(an abſolute Gift) as Chriſt himſelf is, ariſing meerly from God's 
free Brealt ajzogecher- 
To inculcate Litis yet 2 little, the common Opinion of the Or: 
thodox is, That the Goipel-Covenant 15 conditional ; That Faith 
therefore muſt 4-reccar the Benefits ;. and yet that Faith, or the 
Condition it ſelf, is parchaſed by Chriſt's Redemption for the 
Eieft, as well as the Beueſits upon condition. W hen the Queſtion 
then is ask'd, Whether the £ec# have any Benefit (any Savings 
Benelir) by Chriſt's death vefore they velieve,. it is ſuch a puzzling 
and indeed poling Queltion, as niult lead us either into that Point 
of Antinomianiſm,rhat we are in Chriſt, and juſtified, before Faith ; 
or elſe into this Solution. 
And here let me turn and look back, upon occaſion of theſe 
Third Thoughts on my late Book of Fuſtification. To under: 
ſtand aright St- Pans Tuſtrfication by Faith, we muſt conſider 
with whom it is he contends. The Jews (as the beſt skilld in 
Rabbinical Learning » does tell us) did generally maintain the 
Dottrine. of Frecw:/!,. not doubting but every one could do as 4-74. : 
God commanded,. if he wonid himſelf *, they having no No- —- "4 
tion (as Pelagins at firſt) of Grace [ All that God hath ſpoken we that Jewiſh 
pill do]: and having receiv*d the Law from God's Mouth, (the ſaying, 48 
Excellency whereof was their Glory) they ſuppoſed in the obſerya: ings ve in 
tion of the owrſide, that they kept it, accounting the Reward pro- = p gh __ 
miſed therein due to them thereupon from God, as what in Juſtice yr e 
they merited for their Deeds ; inſomuch as ſome thought them- 1he Feey 
ſelves ſo righteous as not to fin at all, or need Pardon ['T; onching the God, for that 
Jaw blameleſs]; and others that ſinned, being lick'd whole by Sa- they believed 
crifce, they thought all well, boaſting themlelves as the Only Peo.. 72512 their 
ple, the Only Reghteous in the Earth- Not to mention what we all pies 
know out of the ts, that ſome of them that were Converts to 
Chriſtianity did yet remain of the opinion,that their Law was to be 
kept. The Apoſtle now ſets himſelf againſt rhe/e Fews, and lets 
them know that no man, neither Few nor Gentile, is Riphteous in 
Gods ſight (whatſoever they were in their own) but that all heve 


fnnes, and need that Meſſias they expected, to make Reconciliation 


for their Sins ; That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt being that true Heſſias, 
by his Death anſwering their Legal Sacrifices, hath born the Curſe 
of 
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of the Lew, and ſo redeemed us from it. That Gods undeſetved 
Goodneſs here inaccepting of Sinners, through this merſtoriod 
Sacrifice of his, to Pardon and Life, upon Condition, which þ 
gives the Grace alſo to perform, preſuppoſed, and'by me ackavi 
ledg'd : it is another R:y4reoufneſs, and not that of the Jews (ng 

"that Pau! calls his owr, as a Few), or not a Righteouſneſs'of Wali 
[perfect Works], but a Righteouſne(s of Faith, which makes the 
Reward only of Grace [of Fazth, that :t may beof Grace), of Faighy 
but a er4c Faith working by Love, (which is an internal Rightec F, 
neſs though imperfeCct, and not as the external Works of the Jaw 
was) is that Righteouſneſs of God in oppoſition to the terms of thi 
Law, whereby we are juſtified and ſaved. in 

The Apoſtle ( I obſerve) in one place ſpeaking of Faith, 

it the Obedience of Faith ; the ſame word if you compare one T, 
EF #0. 11.30, 31] with the Adarg:n, ſignifying both to belzeve nd 
obey. Arid the People believed God and his Servant Moſes, 1 
conclude hereupon,':that ChriſPs Redemption in the imn 
fruit thereof, which isthe Grant of a-General Pardon through Wl 
Satisfaftion to alt the- World on Condition, being laid as a fam 
dation, To be juſtified by Faith is to be juſtified by performiagthi 
Condition. To' be juſtified by Faith ( believe me-at-pW 

| is in St PaxPs Mind tobe juſtified by the Obedience of Fainli 
is (in Pas mind Hay, oppoſing the Few) by embracingthe 

"Ftian Religion, and living according to it. ' 731m 

b, $ 4 . : 5 $ 4 a if 
. .++,,- 8, The Deſign, Sum, and End of this poor Sheet of mi 
.-* the printing of it, comes 311 to this, . Onnionum varieres,o Up 
-* -* Sim Unit a1nm ſunt dadd\z. If God's Name therefore, dojil 
and your Brethren unite; and re-unire (as much as you willja 
Pratt icals, byt forbear, and bear with one another in Opsn:ons::l 
I pray thoſe who have my late mentioned Book, where they'M 
in the end, a Letter to Mr. }W:/{iams, that they will pleaſe toll 
this Sheet to It. 'A 
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